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ORPHIR and STENNESS CHURCH 

ZOOM Service 6th June 2021; Proper 5B 
Ed. 06.06.21 

 

Introduction and Prayer – Martin 
Good morning, and welcome.  We are not in the same building, but we worship together, 

knowing that God can hear us all. 
Today we think about families and relationships and how we regard one another and behave 
towards one another 

 
A Prayer 

May we remember that we are part of the worldwide family of God.  May we let go of 
anything that gets in the way, 
and worship God with all our hearts.  Amen. 

 
Hymn Can you hear the raindrops 

 
Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
God of all, 

as one family we worship you. 
We are mothers and fathers, we are sisters and brothers, 

and we worship you. 
We are sons, daughters, aunts and uncles, grannies, granddads, 
and we worship you. 

We are cousins and neighbours, friends and colleagues, 
and we worship you. 

As your family, as your church, as your community, 
we worship you. 
 

God of all the world, 
we praise you for calling us into your family, 

for choosing us, despite all our imperfections, trusting us despite our mistakes, 
for not giving up on us, even when we give up on ourselves, 
for drawing us into a deeper relationship with you and with one another. 

 
As spring drifts into summer, 

we give thanks for this beautiful, wonderful, God-given world, 
and for the ability to explore it and appreciate it. 

 
As stewards of God’s creation, 
we share the responsibility to care for the world he has given. 

We can influence our environment for good or ill, 
and to the benefit, or the detriment, of our fellow creatures. 

 
We pray for God’s guidance so that human advances and innovations may be used wisely, 
and for the good of all. 

 
As Christ called on His followers to be salt and light, 

to influence the communities in which we live, 
we pray that, by his guidance, and faithful to our calling, 
we may act in wisdom and in love. 

 
As a church, as a society, as a nation, and as a world, we wrestle with difficult problems. 

As we dare to hope that we are emerging from the worst of the Pandemic, 
as we return to whatever ‘normal’ may be, 
we pray for wisdom, discernment and compassion for all who lead us, and for ourselves, 
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that we may look on change with open minds,and with regard for the welfare of all. 

 
All these prayers we bring in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whose words we pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 
 
Readings: Carol is going to read for us today 

1st Reading: 
2 Cor 4: 13, continuing to Ch 5: 1: (NRSVA)  

 
Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture - I believed, and 
so I spoke’—we also believe, and so we speak, because we know that the one who raised the 

Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence.  Yes, 
everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may 

increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.  
 
Living by Faith  

So we do not lose heart.  Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is 
being renewed day by day.  For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal 

weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what 
cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.  
 

Chapter 5:1  
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a 

house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.  Amen. 
 
Hymn We are many we are one 

 
2nd Reading: 

Mark 3: 20-35: NIV; Jesus and Beelzebub  
 
Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were 

not even able to eat.  When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for 
they said, ‘He is out of his mind.’  

And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, ‘He is possessed by 
Beelzebub!  By the prince of demons he is driving out demons.’  

 
So Jesus called them over to him and began to speak to them in parables: ‘How can Satan 
drive out Satan?  If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.  If a 

house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand.  And if Satan opposes himself and is 
divided, he cannot stand; his end has come.  In fact, no one can enter a strong man’s house 

without first tying him up.  Then he can plunder the strong man’s house. Truly I tell you, 
people can be forgiven all their sins and every slander they utter, but whoever blasphemes 
against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they are guilty of an eternal sin.’  

 
He said this because they were saying, ‘He has an impure spirit.’  

 
Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived.  Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him.  
A crowd was sitting round him, and they told him, ‘Your mother and brothers are outside 

looking for you.’  
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‘Who are my mother and my brothers?’ he asked.  

 
Then he looked at those seated in a circle round him and said, ‘Here are my mother and my 

brothers!  Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.’  
 

Amen.  Thanks be to God. 
................................................... 
 

Message: 
In this reading, Mark tells us how Jesus’s family reacts to his extraordinary behaviour, and 

also about a more sinister and threatening confrontation with some scribes from Jerusalem. 
 
Two very different groups of people, his family and the scribes, trying to make sense of all 

they have heard about the astonishing things Jesus has been saying and doing. 
Jesus has announced that the Kingdom of God is coming, and has shown what it will look like 

by healing people who have been ill, and by driving out demons.  In those days, remember, 
and for centuries afterwards, people believed that illness was caused by demons, or came as 
punishment for sin. 

 
Jesus has become so popular with the crowds that he’s mobbed everywhere he goes. 

Both groups, family and scribes, need an explanation.  They don’t accept his claim to be 
working by the power of God.  Here, in his home village, his family think he has gone mad.  
Worse, the scribes accuse him of being possessed by the devil. 

 
We can sympathise with Jesus’s mother and family.  They’ve known him all his life, but here 

he is making a public spectacle of himself, and causing them serious embarrassment.  For his 
own good he has to be stopped.  Mark tells us: 
They went to take charge of him, for they said, ‘He is out of his mind.’ 

 
Now, enter the heavy mob – the religious establishment from Jerusalem on an official visit.  

They don’t need to ask any questions - their mind is made up.  He’s not just off his head: he 
is possessed by Beelzebub, Satan, the chief of demons.  This is how he can cast out demons - 
he's got a demon inside him! 

 
Two groups of people, out of their depth, unable to see the significance of Jesus’s ministry.  

Jesus didn't fit the ideas of his family, or of the religious authorities. 
Are we a bit like them - what doesn't fit our categories we regard as abnormal, or deviant, or 
crazy, or possessed?  Do we assume that what we know - have experienced - is normal, 

natural, even ordained by God, and measure and judge other people by our own standards? 
 

Jesus replies with simple common sense.  Why would Satan want Jesus to drive out Satan’s 
own forces?  Jesus drives out demons is in opposition to Satan, not in support.  Then he 

confronts the scribes with one of the most severe warnings in the Bible.  They’re very close to 
committing the unforgivable sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit - may even have 
committed it already! 

 
Over the ages this warning has caused real distress to people who have feared that they 

might have committed the unforgivable sin: blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. 
 
No!  Jesus is referring to the Holy Spirit in the Jewish sense, not in the full Christian sense – 

that didn’t come until Pentecost.  The unforgivable sin doesn’t apply to struggling with 
doubts, or even having impure or unholy thoughts or words. 

No!  Jesus assures us that all sins and blasphemies can be forgiven.  The unforgivable sin is 
to look at the glorious works of the living God of Love and label them the works of the devil: 
to pervert the truth in deliberate hostility against God himself.  That is blasphemy against the 

Holy Spirit. 
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The parable of the strong man, tied up by someone stronger, is about the battle between 
good and evil, between Jesus and Satan.  Here is Jesus binding Satan, and plundering his 

house by setting people free from the evil forces that dominate their lives.  Here is 
reassurance and encouragement for people who feel trapped in situations beyond their 

control – by addiction, or debt, or whatever. 
 
Next, Jesus’s mother and brothers arrive.  Jesus is inside the house with a crowd of his 

followers around him.  The family are outside - outside in more senses than one.  Outsiders. 
 

Despite the importance of family love and loyalty in Jewish culture, here Jesus seems to be 
snubbing his family, claiming that he has closer links with these relative strangers than he 
does with his family.  But the links are different.  Jesus has come to call people into the 

kingdom of God.  The people sitting with him have already responded to his call to become 
followers and to do the will of God.  Blood relations have to take second place to the new 

family which is coming into being through his ministry. 
 
We learn later that most, or all, of Jesus’s family did become members of the Christian 

movement – his brother James became the leader of the Jerusalem church.  All that was yet 
to come.  Here we see hurt and uncertainty and divided loyalty. 

 
In Jesus, God shows what it means to be bonded to another person the way we are in a 
family.  By saying, “Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother,” Jesus 

extends the family to include anyone who does the will of God.  He challenges us to look 
beyond barriers and denominations to see other people as our brothers and sisters and 

mothers.  It was a shocking idea in Jesus’ time, and maybe it’s a shocking idea now. 
 
Jesus opposes everything that gets in the way of this great purpose of God – whether unclean 

spirits, or disease of body, mind or spirit, or attitudes that separate the weak, the poor, the 
unfortunate from the rest of the community.  Jesus brought a new vision of God, and a new 

way to relate to God – not what the religious establishment wanted.  They wanted to be in 
charge, and these ideas came as a big shock. 
 

We must not allow our religious observances to become a substitute for a genuine, living 
relationship with God.  Preoccupation with routine and ritual can make us lose sight of what 

it’s all about. 
 
The scribes in the story were devout people, with a long tradition of service to God, but Jesus 

didn’t fit into their ideas of how things should be. 
Jesus came so that we might have life in all its fullness.  He healed people whenever and 

wherever there was need, even on the Sabbath.  He brought a new relationship with the God 
of love, who reaches out to us – all of us; who is determined to love and redeem us, even at 

the cost of sending his Son to demonstrate that love, even if it meant being killed. 
 
When you really think about it, maybe you have to be a little crazy to believe that message.  

Maybe even possessed. 
 

But – we are possessed.  We are possessed by the Holy Spirit – the Spirit that came down to 
the church at Pentecost, the Spirit of God that draws us into the worldwide family of the 
church, the family of Jesus Christ, a family founded not through the law, but through faith 

and the water of Baptism. 
 

Are we crazy enough not only to believe this astonishing message, but to live it, and to tell 
others about it? 
Amen.  Soli Deo Gloria.  To God alone be glory. 
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Hymn Tell me the Old Old Story 

 
Prayer for Others and Blessing  

Let us pray: 
As each morning’s news reminds us, we live in a fragile, uneasy world, 

a world where truth and trust do not sit comfortably together; 
where violence instead of dialogue becomes the way to end arguments and disputes. 
We pray that the Love of God may be seen, and his truth proclaimed, through the lives and 

voices of all who follow in the way of Christ. 
May the Light of the World shine for those who walk in shadow, 

that they may choose to embrace the ways of mercy, love and peace. 
 
May we be mindful of the words of Christ that remind us that we have neighbours in this 

world of ours, children of God, living in makeshift tents, refugee camps, prisons, subways, 
shop doorways; neighbours who are hungry, desperate, ignored, in need of the very basics of 

life, seeking a new beginning, a chance of calling somewhere home. (see Matthew 25:34-40) 
 
We pray that God will move us all to break down the barriers that we have erected: 

the political, cultural, sexual and religious intolerances that divide, rather than enhance us as 
a civilized people, and from the rubble, help us create a world that is more tolerant of 

difference, more willing to embrace the stranger, and less interested in self.  
As always, may he begin with all who profess the name of Christ: even with us. 
 

We pray for all those, near and far, whose lives have been disrupted by the Covid Pandemic: 
those affected by the disease; all who have lost loved ones, or jobs, or sources of income; 

for medical staff everywhere, especially in places where there is serious shortage of 
medicines, vaccines, resources. 
 

We pray for our young people whose education has been disrupted that they may find 
fairness, understanding, and support. 

 
We pray for all in positions of authority that they may have wisdom to bring the disease 
under control and to restore the world to what we might call normal. 

 
At this time we turn our thoughts to the people for whom we have special concerns today. 

 
Pause 
 

In your compassion, O Lord, Hear our prayers, 
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

 
Now go into the world in the hope and the expectation 

that the Lord our God goes with you. 
Go to do God’s will, and not your own, 
living not for material things, but seeking the eternal. 

Stay safe in the way of Christ; 
and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be with you, and remain with you,  
now and always.  Amen. 


